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Citrus Fruits

built into walls or used in road construction. The land
is then deeply plowed and the stones picked up again, this
process being continued till all the stones are removed to a
depth of ten or twelve inches. A good deal of such land
proves very fertile and produces high class fruit.
After the land is cleared, it must be leveled with
" Fresno " or other scrapers until the surface presents a
uniform grade. This is very important, for otherwise
the irrigation water will run through different parts of the
rows at different rates of speed, and consequently sink to
unequal depths, with the result that some trees get too
much water while others do not get enough. On spots
where hardpan is encountered, especially on knolls from
which the soil is removed to fill up depressions, the condi-
tions may be greatly improved by blasting and breaking
up the hardpan in order that the water and roots may get
through. The cost of blasting will vary with the thick-
ness and depth of the hardpan. For instance, when a
stratum six inches thick lies four feet below the surface,
it will require two sticks or one pound of 25 per cent dyna-
mite, four feet of fuse, and a cap. The cost of materials
and labor will amount to about 25 cents per tree, the
charges being placed only where the trees are to stand. If
the ground is quite dry, as it should be, when the work is
done the shattering effect will extend for about five feet
in all directions. The chunks of hardpan which are
loosened should be removed from the holes before the trees
are planted.